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ORdered  by  the  Commons  in 
Parliament  aflTembled,  That 
this  Declaration  be  forthwith  printed 
and  published, 


em  Scofall,  Qlerk. 
Tarliammti. 


-> 


DECLARATION 

OF     THE 

PARLIAMENT 

OF 

E  3^q  L  J  ^CT>, 

Exprefsing  the  Grounds  of  their  late 

PROCEEDINGS 

And  of  Setlingthe  prefent 

GOVERNMENT 

In  the  way  of 

A  Free  State. 

LO  N  D  O  N: 

Printed  for  Edward  Bujband,  Printer  to  the  Honorable  Houfc  of 

Commons,  and  are  to  be  fold  at  his  Shop  in  Fleeutreec,  at 

the  Sign  of  the  Golden-Dvagon  3  r^r  the 

Inner-Temple.  March  22.  1648* 


(■$■ 


a .  /  fe:  ? 


(5) 


19? 


DECLARATION 

OF 

The  Parliament  of  England, 

Exprefsing  the  Grounds  of  their  late  Pro- 
ceedings, and  of  Setling  theprefent 
Government  in  the  way  of 

A    F%EE    STAT  E. 

THe  Parliament  of  England,  Ele&ed  by  the 
People  whom  they  Reprefent,  and  by  them 
Trufted  and  Authorized  for  the  Common 
good7  having  long  contended  againft  Ty- 
ranny*, and  to  procure  the  well-being  of.  thole  whom 
they  ferve,  and  to  remove  Oppression ,  Arbitrary 
power  y  and  all  Oppofition  to  the  Peace  and  Freedom  of 
the  Nation,  Do  humbly  and  thankfully  acknowledge 
the  Blefiing  of  Almighty  God  upon  their  weak  en- 
deavors,and  the  hearty  Afliftancje  of  the  well-affeded 
in  this  Work,  whereby  the  Enemies  thereunto,  both 
publique  and  fecret,  are  become  unable  for  the  pre- 
sent, to  hinder  the  perfeding  thereof. 

And  to  prevent  their  power  to  revive  Tyranny,  In- 
]uflke,Wary  and  all  our  former  Evils,  the  Parliament 
have  been  neceflitated  to  the  htc  Alterations  in  the 

A  3  G®« 


(6) 

Government ,  and  to  that  Settlement  which  they 
judge  inoft  conducible  to  the  honor  of  God,  and  the 
good  of  the  Nation,  the  onely  end  and  duty  of  all 
their  Labors. 

And  that  this  may  appear  the  more  clearly  and  ge- 
nerally, to  the  fatisfa<Sion  of  all  who  are  concerned 
in  it,  they  have  thought  fit  to  Declare  and  publifh 
the  Grounds  of  their  Proceedings. 

They  fiippofe  it  will  not  be  denyed,  That  the  firft 
Injlitution  of  the  office  of  King  in  this  Nation,  was 
by  Agreement  of  the  People,  who  chofe  one  to  that 
Office  for  the  protection  md  goodo£  them  who  chofe 
him,  and  for  their  better  Government,  according  ta 
fuch  Laws  as  they  did  confent  unto. 

And  let  thofe  who  have  obferved  our  Stories,  re- 
colled:  how  very  few  have  performed  the  Trufi  of 
that  office  with  Righteoufnefs,  aad  due  care  of  their 
Subjects  good. 

And  how  many  have  made  it  their  ftudy  and  labor, 
to  fatisfie  their  particular  Ambition  and  Power,  with 
high  PrefTures  and  Miferies  upon  their  Subjects  ^  and 
with  what  horrid  prodigality  of  ChrifUn  blood,  upon 
Pun&ilio'sof  their  own  Honor,  Perfonal  Titles,  and. 
Diftaftes. 

And  in  the  whole  Line  of  them,  how  far  hath  the 
late  King  exceeded  dllhis  Predecejfors,-  in  the  defini- 
tion of  thofe  whom  they  were  bound  topreferve- 
and  in  ftead  of  fpreading  his  Prote&ion  to  all,  fcarce 
permitting  any  to  efcape  the  violence  of  his  fury . 

Tomanifeft  this  Truth,  it  will  not  be  improper  to 
take  a  fhort  view  of  fome  paffages  in  his  Reign  5 
wherein  he  much  further  out-went  all  his  Forefather? 
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in  evil,  then  any  Example  can  be  found  of  punifh- 
ment. 

In  the  diflolution  of  the  Parliament  the  fecond 
year  of  his  Reign,  and  afterwards  he  (hewed  an  un- 
natural forgetfulnefs,  to  have  the  violent  Death  of 
his  Father  -examined-,  The  fad  bufinefs  of  Rochel 
and  the .Ifleof  Ree^  the  poor  Proteftantsof  Francs 
do  yet  lament [5  The  Loans,  unlawful  Imprisonments, 
and  other  Oppre-ffions,  which  produced  that  excellent 
Law  of  the  Petition  of  Right ,  were  moft  of-  them 
again- afted,  prefently  after  the  Law  made  againft 
them-,  which  was  moft  palpably  broken  by  him  al- 
moftin  every  part  of  it,  very  foon  after  his  Solemn 
Consent  given  unto  it.  His  Imprisoning  and  profecu- 
tionof  Members  of  Parliament,  For  oppofing  his  un- 
lawful Will- -,  and  of  divers  worthy  Merchants ,  for 
refufing  to  pay  "Tannage  and  Poundage^  becaufe  not 
granted  by  Parliament^  yet  exaded  by  himexprefly 
tgainft  Law  $  and  punifhment  of  many  good  Patriots, 
for  not  fubmitting  to  whatfoever  he  pleafed  to  de- 
mand, though  never  fo<much  in  breach  of  the  known 
Law.  The  multitude  of  Projects  and  Monopolies, 
eftablilhed  by  him  -,  His  Defign  and  Charge  to  bring 
in  German  Horfe  to  awe  us  into  Slavery  •  and  his 
hopes  of  compleating  all  by  his  Grand  Project  of 
Shi p> -Money,  to  fubjeft  every  mans  Eftate  to  whatfo- 
ever proportion  he  onely  pleafed  to  impofe  upon 
them.  The  private  Solicitations  ,  promifes  of  Re- 
warded  Threats  from  him  unto  the  fudges  of  Law, 
to  caufs  them  to  do  his  Wiil,rather-  then  equal  Right, 
and  to  break  his  and  their  own  Oathes.  The  Oppref- 
iions  of  the  Cowal-Table,  Star-Chamber ,  High- 
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Commifshn,  Cowt-Marfhalh  otWardfhips,  Purveyan- 
ces,  Knighthood,  A  for  reflations,  and  many  others  of 
the  like  nature,  need  no  large  repetition  remaining  yet 
inmoftof  our  Memories* 

The  exa£t  Slavery  forced  upon  thofe  in  Ireland^ 
with  the  Army  of  Papifis  to  maintain  it,  and  the  po- 
fition  of  being  loofe.  and  abfolved  from  all  Rules  of 
Government^  was  but  a  pat ern  for  the  intended  Mo- 
del here. 

The  long  intermission  of  our  Parliament  sy  and  the 
determination to  be  troubled  with  no  more,  and  the 
great  mifiake  in  firft  fending  the  new  Service-Rook  in* 
to  Scotland,  raifed  their  oppofmon  againfthim,  and 
gave  no  encouragement  to  the  Englifh  to  engage 
againft  them .  which  with  the  doubtfulnefs  of  fuccels, 
produced  thelaftfhort  Parliament,  which  was  onely 
confidered  as  toferve  the  Kings pleafur  eyto  cloak  his 
breach  of  the  pacif cation  with  Scotland  ^  and  with 
twelve  Subfidies  demanded  by  him  to  buy  out  his  un- 
lawful and  unjuft  exatfionof  Ship-money  .•  But  fail- 
ing in  his  expectation  therein  ,  he  fuddenly  and  wil- 
fully, to  the  terror  of  moft  men  ,difTolved  it*  The 
Scots  upon  the  Kings  breach  of  his  faith  with  them, 
and  perceiving  the  difconterits  amongft  my  came  with 
an  Army  into  England :  The  King  by  many  unjuft 
and  unlawful  means,  rai&d  and  brought  a  great  force 
into  the  North  to  oppoft  them,  where  being  moved 
by  worthy  Petitions  from  feveral  parts  ,  and  by  the 
honorable  Endeavors  of  many  Noble  Perfons,  but 
principally  by  perceiving  the  backwardnefs  of  his 
Subjects  of  both  Kingdoms,  at  that  time  to  engage  in 
the  deftrntfion  of  one  another  $  for  which  end,  fuch 

numbers 
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numbers  of  gallant  men  were  prepared  by  him,  whofe 
office  was  to  be  the  preferver  or  them :  And  feeing 
no  othe*  way  ,  he-  did  at  laft  condefcend  to  do  that 
part  of  his  duty  to  call  this  Parliament.  Vz&fums  of 
money  were  required  and  raifed  of  the  people  of  Eng- 
land, to  gratifie  thofe  by  whom  they  had  been  highly 
damnified  5  and  both  Armies  paid  by  them ,  who 
neither  occafioned  nor  contented  to  the  raifing  of 
either .  But  above  all  ,  the  Englifti  Army  was  labored 
by  the  King^  to  be  engaged  againft  the  Englijh  Par- 
liament :  A  thing  of  that  ftrange  impiety  and  un- 
naturalnefs,  for  the  King  of  England  to  folicite  his 
Subjects of  England,  to  ftjeath  their  Swords  in  one  an- 
others  bowels,that  nothingrcan  anfwer  it,  but  his  own, 
being  born  a  foreigner  •  nor  could  it  eafily  have  pur- 
chafed  belief,  but  by  his  fucceeding  vifible  Ac-lions  m 
full  purfuance  of  the  fame. 

The  firft  .Execution  of  thisdefignof  Mifery,  fell 
upon  our  poor  Brethren  in  Ireland,  where  fo  many 
fcores  of  thoufands  of  them  were  with  fuch  wonder- 
ful cruelty  murthered,  that  fcarce  any  bowels  but  are 
filled  with  compafsion  at  it  ;  and  yet  fome  of  the 
Murtherers  themfelves  have  not  forborn  to  affirm', 
They  had  the  Kings  Commifsion  for  their  Ani- 
ons . 

His  late  and  fender  proclaiming  of  them  Rebels  ^ 
KisConfent  tozCeffation  when  the  Rebels  gained  all 
advantages,  and  the  P  rot  eft  ants  were  deftroyed  by  it ; 
his  intercepting  and  taking  away  frovifions  and  ftif- 
flies  going  unto  them,  are  no  good  teflimonies  of  his 
clearnefs  from  that  blood  which  cryed  loud  for  venge- 
ance. 
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But  to  return  to  England ,  where  appeared  matt  er 
enough  of  mourning.  Upon  the  Kings  coming  in 
Perfon  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  feize  the  five 
Members^  whithe*  he  was  followed  with  fome  hun- 
dreds of  unworthy  debauched  perfons  ,  armed  with 
Smrds  and  Piftols^  and  other  Arms-,  and  they  at- 
tending at  the  door  of  the  ffoufe  ,  ready  to  execute 
whatsoever  their  Leader  fhould  command  them. 

And  upon  fome  other  Grounds  (whereby  doubts 
being  raifed  in  the  people,  that  their  grievances  would 
not  be  redrefled,  they  grew  into  fome  Dif orders)  the 
King  took  occafion  from  thence  to  remove  from 
London,  where  prefently  Forces  appeared  for  him  of 
his  own  Companyzt  Kingjlon* 

From  thence,  he  travelled  to  the  North,  endeavor- 
ing to  raife  Forces  there,  inticed  many  Members  of 
both  Houfes  to  defert  the  Parliament  and  Jrujl  re- 
pofed  in  them  by  their  Countrey ,  and  tojoynwith 
him  in  bringing  deftruftion  upon  their  Brethren,  and 
upon  themfelves :  In  ftead  of  doing  ^tiflice^  he  pro- 
tefted  Delinquents  from  it.  At  Nottingham  he  fet 
up  his  Standard^  from  Wales  and  the  Marches,  he  got 
together  a  powerful  Army,  and  gave  the  firft  Onfet  of 
Battel  at  Edgehil. 

He  poffeft  and  fortified  Oxfordhis  Head-quarter, 
and  many  other  Towns  and  f laces  of  firength,  and 
profecuted  a  fierce  and  bloody  War  againft  the  Body 
of  all  his  own  Subjects  reprefentecl,  and  then  fitting 
ia  Parliament  •  a  thing  never  before  attempted  by 
any  King  in  this  Nation,  and  which  all  men  have  too 
fad  caufe  with  much  grief  to  remember. 

Their  7 owns  and  Habitations  burnt3  and  demo- 
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lifhed  5  their  pleafant  Seats  wafted  5  their  Inheritances 
given  away  to  thofe  that  were  moil  active  in  doing 
mijchief  •,  their  Servants,  Brothers,  Friends,  and 
Children  murthered.  Thus  his  own  people,  whom 
by  the  duty  of  his  office  he  was  bound  to  proteft 
from  all  injury  ,  were  by  himfelf  in  perfon ,  pur- 
fued  with  fire  mdfword ,  imprisonments,  tortures, 
death ,  and  all  the  Calamities  of  War  and  DefoU- 
tion. 

Notwithftanding  all  this,  and  in  the  heat  of  it, 
many  Addrejfes  were  made  by  the  Parliament  unto 
the  King  for  Peace  •  but  in  none  of  them  could  an 
Agreement  be  obtained  from  him  •,  when  the  leaft 
w;ord  of  his  confent^  would  have  flopped  that  iflfue  of 
bloody  and  torrent  ofmifery,  which  himfelf  had  open- 
ed in  all  the  parts  of  his  Kingdom. 

When  the  great  God  of  Battel  had  determined 
very  much  in  favor  of  the  Parliament,  and  the  Kings 
ftrength  was  almoft  fain  away  -,  fo  that  he  thought  it 
unfafe  to  truft  himfelf  any  longer  with  his  own  Forces, 
yet  would  he  not  then  vouchfafe  to  come  in  unto  the 
Engltjh^  but  rendred  himfelf  to  his  Countrey-men  the 
Scots,  giving  unto  them  the  honor  both  of  receiving 
him  ,  and  parting  with  him  again  upon  their  own 
terms. . 

After  his  Refiraint, yet  further  Addreftes  were  made 
unto  him  by  the  Parliaments  of  both  Kingdoms  for 
Peace ,  with  Propofrtions^  not  heightned  by  fuccefs  : 
But  thefe  would  not  be  granted,  there  being  new  and 
hopeful  defigns  of  his  in  hand ,  for  bringing  new 
miferies  upon  his  people,  which  an  Agreement  upon 
thofe  Propofitions    might  eafily  have  prevented  : 
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After  this  paffed  the  Votes  for  no  further  AddrejJ'es  to 
be  made  unto  him. 

•  The  laft  Summer  the  effeft  of  thofe  defigns,  even 
whileft  he  was  under  reftraint,  began  to  break  forth  5 
a  new  vein  of  blood  was  opened  in  the  Kings  name  5 
a  plot  laid  (as  the  Terms  of  their  own  boafting  were) 
as  deep  as  Hell^   the   Army  divided   into   feveral 
bodies  §   the  //>£  brake  forth  in  many  parts  of  the 
Kiwdom  at  once  •    and  for  fear  left  the  numbers  of 
their  Englijh  fhould  be  too  -finall,  or  their  Compaf- 
jfion  to  their  Country-men  too  great  ,  a  Malignant 
party  in  Scotland  is  eafily  invited  hither  :    And  al- 
though  at  firft  they  underftood  the  Covenant  m 
that  Sence,  and  profecuted  the  ends  thereof,  in  joyn- 
ing  with  the  Parliament  of  England^  and  fighting 
againft  the  Kings  party  5  yet  now  their  judgements 
are  rectified  to  profecute  the- fame  ends  by  joining 
with  the  Kings  party  ,and  fighting  againft  their fellow •- 
Covenanters y  The  Parliament  of  England.    But  God 
will  not  be  mocked  •,  and  though  this  Cloud  of  frefli 
Calamities,  both  here  and  from  the  North  ^  threatned 
the  poor  Nation,  and  in  all  humane  probability  was 
pouring  utter  mine  upon  us  3  yet  the  vifible  hand  of 
God,,  as  many  times  formerly,  fo  now 'mightily  and 
miractdoitjly   appeared  for  us ,   and  led  the  Army 
(whom  he  was  pleafed  to  make  his  Inftruments)  with 
that  Courage,  Wifdom,  and  Fidelity,   as  amazed 
and  fubdued  our  enemies.,  and  preferved  (under  him) 
all  that  can  be  dear  unto  us. 

During*,  thefe  diftradions  (and  by  what  means  is 
fufficientiy  known,  and  related  more  fully  in  a  late 
D-ecJarationV  an  ekhth  Addrefs  muft be  made- unto 
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the  K'wg>  contrivedhy  his  party,  the  Votes  of  Pdrlia- 
ment  to  the  contrary  revoked,  and  Commissioners 
fent  to  the  Ijle  of  Wight. 

Where,  in  ftead  of  yielding  to  their  ju(i  dejires, 
whileft  they  were  treating  with  him' fox  peace  5  even^ 
then  was  he  plotting  to  raife  a  new  War  againft  them,* 
and  to  draw  more  blood  of  his  people  :  To  this  end 
his  two  elder  Sons  were  in  hoftility,  and  armed  with 
power  of  granting  Commissions  further  to  deftr&y  the 
people  committed  to  his  charge. 

Upon  all  thefe  and  many  other  tmpara  field offences^ 
upon  his  breach  of  Faith,  of  Oaths  and  Protejlations, 
-  upon  the  cry  of  the  blood  of  Ire  land  and  of  England,  . 
upon  the  tears  of  Widows  and  Orphanes,  and  Childe- 
lefs parents^  and  millions  of  -perjo-ns  undone  by  him. 
Let  all  the  world  of  indifferent  men  judge,  whether 
the  Parliament  had  not  fufficient  caufe  to  bring  the 
King  to  -pujlice. 

But  it  was  obje&ed  (and  it  was  the  late  Kings  own 
AffertionJ  That  thofe  in  his  high-place  are  account- 
able for  their  Aftions  to  none  but  God^  whole  An- 
oynted  they  are*  Fromwhence  it  muft  follow,  That 
all  the  men  of  this  Land  were  onely  made  for  the 
fake  of  that  one  man  the  King ,  for  him  toco  :rh 
•  them  what  he  pleafeth  •■  as  if  they  had  V: 
~createdfor.no  other  purpofe,   but  .t"  t 

Tufts^  and  to  be  a  facrifice  to  the  fi\    . 
Tyrant. 

This  will  not  eafiiy  be  believed-  to  be  fS>  ^' 
by  God^  who  punijheth^  hvx  mfy€reftablifhethffiliiftic£ 
and  'epprefsiqn  i  whorv  v.c  Rncte  offended  when  the 
feople  demanded  a'  King^  -bit.  no  cxprWfioriof '  h^ 
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difpleafurc  at  any  time,  becaufe  they  had  no  King. 
Such  an  unaccountable  officer  were  a  ftrange  Monfter 
to  be  permitted  by  mankinde.  But  this  dodrineis 
better  undcrftood  by  the  prefent  age,  then  in  former 
times,  andrequircth  the  lefstobefaid  sconfutation 
*  of  it,  being  enough  to  confute  it  felf . 

For  the  phrafe  of  Anoynted^  no  learned  Divine  will 
affirm  it  to  be  applicable  to  the  Kings  of  England^  as 
to  thofe  of  tfudah  and  Ifrael,  or  more  to  a  King  then 
to  every  other  Magijirate,  or  Servant  of  God  •  or  that 
the  words  Touch  not  mine  anoynted^  were  fpoken  of 
Kings ,  but  unto  Kings ,  who  were  reproved,  and  en- 
joyned  to  do  no  harm  to  the  Prophets  and  Saints  of 
CW,  there  underftood  to  be  his  Anointed .   . 

Another  Obje<fiion  was.  That  to  bring  a  King  to 
try  aland  capital  punifliment^  is  without  prefident. 

So  were  the  Crimes  of  the  late  King ;  and  certain- 
ly, the  children  of  Ifrael  had  no  known  Law  or  Pre- 
fident to  punifh  the  Benjamites  for  their  odious 
abufe  of  the  Levites  Wife  •,  yet  God  owned  the 
A&ion. 

There  wants  not  prefident  of  fome  of  his  Prede- 
ceffors,  who  have  been  depofedby  Parliaments^  but 
were  afterwards  in  darknefs,  and  in  corners  bafely 
murthered.  This  Parliament  held  it  more  agreeable 
to  Honor  and  Juftice,to  give  the  King  a  fair  and  open 
tryal^  by  above  an  hundred  Gentlemen,  in  themoft 
publike  place  of  tfuftice,  free  (if  he  had  fo  pleafed) 
to  make  his  own  defence  •,  that  part  of  his  Crime  be- 
ing then  onely  obje&ed  againit  him,  of  which  the 
.Parliaments  of  both  his  Kingdoms  had  by  their  joynt 
Declaration  formerly  declared  him  guilty. 

With 
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With  his  Offences,  were  joyned  all  along  a  ftrange 
cbfinacy  and  implacablenefs,  andinceffant  tibmrwt 
the  deftruffion  of  his  People  ;  which  (with  the  un- 
erring Truth  (wherein  is  no  difpenfation  for  Kings) 
that  No  fat  is  faction  Jhafl  be  taken  for  the  life  of  a 
Murthererftut  hefbatlfirely  be  pit  to  death .  and^TW 
the  Land  cannot  be  cleanfed  of  the  Blood  that  is  fled 
therein,  but  by  the  Blood  of  him  thatjhed  it)  brought 
on  and  effe&ed  the  work  of  $uftice  upon  him. 

The  King  being  dead,  The  next  confideration  fell 
upon  his  Children-,  from  thefe  Branches  could  be  ex- 
pe&ed  no  other,  then  the  (am?  bitter  Fruit  which  fell 
in  the  Reign  of  the  Father,  who  had  engaged  Than 
in  his  own  ways  and  quarrel  3  and  the  two  Fide  ft  fo 
early  appearing  in  aftual  Arms  and  Hofvility  againft 
the  Parliament,  No  more  Safety  or  Security  could  be 
hoped  for  from  Them,  then  from  their  Predeceffor  • 
nor  in  humane  probability,  as  Affairs  then  flood,  any 
fafe  way  for  a  fare  Peace,  and  prevention  of  future 
Troubles,  and  to  avoid  a  Succefsion  of  CMifery  •  but 
by  taking  away  the  Succeffionof  that,  from  whence 
it  hath  always  rifen,znd  would  certainly  fpring  again, 
if  permitted  to  take  new  Root,  the  Defigns  and  pra- 
ctices of  Kings,  their  flatterers  and  evil  Councellors. 

The  Objection  is  obvious  of  Injuftice,  to  diflierit 
thofe  who  have  a  Right  and  Title  to  the  Crown. 
Surely,  the  elder  Right  is  the  Peoples,  whom  they 
claim  to  Govern :  If  any  Right  or  Tide  were  in  the 
tldeji  Son,  the  lame  is  forfeited  by  the  Father? aft,  in  \  \ 

other  cafes  *  even  of  Offices  of  Inheritance ,  which 
being  forfeit  for  breach  of  Trufi,  (a  Condition  an- 
nexed to  every  Office)  none  will  deny,  but  that  the 

fame 
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fame  excludeth  the  Children  as  well  as  the  Officer: 
But  here  the  elder  Sons  Leavied  War  againft  the  Par- 
liament •  and  it  cannot  be  alledged,  That  the  yonger 
Children  were  born  to  any  thing. 

But  the  feme  Power  w£  Authority  which  firft  ereft- 
ed.a  Kingj  and  made  him  a  publique  officer  £01  the 
common  gooc!,finding  them  perverted,to  their  com- 
mon Calamity,  it  may  juftly  be  admitted  at  the  plea- 
fureof  thofe  whofe  Officer  he  is,  whether  they  will 
continue  that  Officer  any  longer,  or  change  that  Go- 
vernment for  a  better,  and  in  (lead  of  rcftoring  Ty- 
ranny, to  refolve  into  A  Free  State. 

Herein  the  Parliament  received  encouragement,  by 
their  obfervation  of  the  Blefsing  of  God  upon  other 
States  5  The  Romans, ^t^t  their  Regifugiumior  many 
hundred  years  together,  proffered  far  more  then  un-. 
deranyof  their  Kings  ov  Emperors  :  The  State,  of 
Venice  hath  flourifhed  for  One  thoufand  three  hun- 
dred years :  How  much  do  the  Commons  in  Switzer- 
land, and  other  Tree  States,  exceed  thofe  who  are. 
not  fo,  in  Riches,  Freedom,  Peace,  and  ail  Happiness  ? 
Our  Neighbors  in  the  United- Provinces,  fince  their 
change  of  Government,  have  wonderfully  increafed 
in  Wealthy  Freedom,  Trade,  and  Strength,  both  by 
Sea  and  Land. 

In  Commonwealths ,  they  finde  Zpnftice  duly  admi- 
niftred,the  great  Ones  not  able  to  opprefs  the  poorer, 
and  the  Poor  fufficiently  provided  for  ;  the  feeds  of 
Civil  War  and  Differition,  by  particular  Ambitiony 
Claims  of  Succession,  and  the  like  (wherein  this  Na- 
tion hath  been  in  many  Ages  grievoufly  embroyled) 
wholly  removed^  and  a  juft  Freedom  of  their  Con- 

fciences, 
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Mends,  Perfons  and  Eftates,  enjoyed  by  all  forts  of 
men.  On  the  other  fide,  looking  Generally  into  the 
Times  of  our  CMonarchs,  nhcxlnjuftice,  Oppreffon 
and  Slavery  were  the  Common  People  kept  under  * 
fome  great  Lords  fcarcc  affording  to  fome  of  their 
Servants,  Tenants  orPeaCmts,  fo  good  meat,  orfo 
much  reft,  as  to  their  Dogs  and  Horfes.  It  was  Jong 
fince  warned  in  Parliament  by  a  Privy  Comcellorxo 
the  late  King,  Thafw-*  fhouldtake  heed,  left  by  lofing 
our  Parliaments,  it  wmldbe  with  w,  a*  with  the  Com- 
mon people  in  a  Monarchy,  where  they  are  contented 
with  Canvas  clothing  ,  and  Wooden  jhoes,  and  look 
more  like  chop  then  Iden  ;  This  was  intended  for 
the  fate  of  England,  had  our  Monarch  prevailed  over 
us.  To  bring  this  to  pafs,  their  Bcafts  of  Forrefts 
muftgrow  fat,  by  devouring  the  poor  mans  Com; 
for  -want  of  which,  he,  and  his  Wife  and  Children 
muft  make  many  a  hungry  Meal :  A  Trade fmn  fur- 
nifhing  a  great  mm  with  moft  part  of  his  Stock,  or  a 
Creditor  with  Meney,  and  expefting  due  fatisfaftion 
and  payment,  is  anfwered  with  ill  words,  or  llowsMi 
the  dear-bought  Learning/That  Lords  and  Kings  fer- 
vants  are  priv  Hedged  f rem  Arrefts  and  Procefs  of 
Law.  Thus  many  poor  Creditors  and  their  Families, 
haveperifhedinthc  Injufiice  and  prodigality  or  their 
Uwleis  Creditors. 

A  poor  Waterman  with  his  Boat  or  Barge  -,  a  poor 
Countreyman  with  his  Teem  and  Horfes,  and  others  Oi 
other  callings, mu&ferve  the  King  for  the  Kings  fay . 
which  (if  they  can  get)  is  not  enough  to  finde  them- 
feives  breed,  when  their  wives  and  children  have  no- 
thing but  the  hmbands  labor  to  provide  for  them  alfo. 
65  C  F°r 
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For  that  one  BxaBion  of  the  Court,  called  Purvey- 
*nce  (about  which  our  Ancestors  made  lb  many  good 
and jharp  Laws-,  yet- none  of  them  could  be  kept) 
it  hath  been  lately  confuted  to  coft  the  Countrey 
more  in  one  year  7  then  their  Affejjments  to  the 
Army. 

Thefe  arc  feme  of  thofe  generally  obferved5  and 
more  publike  exactions  y  which  were  obvious  not  to 
the  underflanding  onely,  but  to  the  fence  of  the  many 
grieved  fufferers  •,  but  if  the  *vdfi  ex  fence  of  the 
Court  in  ways  of  luxury  and  prodigality  be  confider- 
ed  3  As  on  the  one  fide,  by  a  (landing  ill  ordered  diet 
for  a  number  of  Drones,  and  unprofitable  burthens  of 
the  Earth,  by  chargeable  Feajls^  and  vainglorious 
Mafques  and  Plays  (their  Sabbath  days  exercife  or 
preparations)  together  with  the  other  (lcfs  finful,  but 
no  left)  chargeable  frovifions  for  S  forts  and  Recreati- 
ons 5  for  which  thousands  of  Acres,  [cores  of  Miles 5 
and  great  pans  of  whole  Counties  have  been  fepa- 
rated,  from  a  much  better  and  publike  improve- 
ment. 

On  the  other  fide5  by  thofe  profufe  donations  6£ 
yearly  fatlaries  and  penfions  granted  tofuchaswerc 
found px  might  be  made  fit  instruments  zndfrometers 
of  Tyranny  -7  or  elfe  fuch  as  had  relation  to  the  King, 
in  native  or  ferfonal  refpecis.  In  which- latter  kinde 
may  be  fhewed  aecompts  of  above  fifty  thoufand 
pomcis  per  annum  that  was  paid  out  of  the  Exchequer 
to  Favorites  of  the  Scotijh  Nation  •  befides  the  fecset 
fnpplfes  from  the  privy  purfe  &  otherwife,  beft  known 
to  the  Receivers  (which  may  perhaps  be  om:  reafen 
why  they  are  fo  zealous  to  uphold  the  Kingly  power 
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in  this  Nation,  whereof  the  King  was  their  Coumrey- 

man.) 

He  that  obferv^s  fo  many  hundreds  of  thoufands 
eommmibm  annis  expended  in  thofe  ways,  and  fliail 
know  that  the  legal  juftifiable  Revenue  of  the  Crown 
(  befides  the  customs  and  fome  other  per  qui  fit  e$ 
charged  with  the  maintenance  of  the  Navy  and 
Forts  )  fell  fhort  of  One  hundred  t h ouj and  founds > 
might  juftly  wonder  what  fecret  under-ground//^- 
flies  fed  thofe_y?r^«ww  of  vanity  and  mif chief*,  were 
it  not  as  notorious,  thdfahs  FrojecJs,  Monopolies -fales 
of  offices,  Bribes y  Compofitions  for  breach  of  find 
Laws,  atid  the  like  ways  of  draining  the  feofles  furfes 
as  wickedly  got,  fo  were  oncly  fit  thus  to  oe  imploy- 
ed.  By  occafion  whereof,  the  Court  arrived  atth^t 
unhappy  height,  as  to  be  the  great  nurfery  of  luxury 
and  intemperance,  the  corrupter  of  the  maners  ana 
dijftofitions  of  many  otherwife-hopeful  Branches  5 
fprung  from  the  noble fl  Families ,  and  an  univerfal 
fcrverter  of  Religion  and  goodn efs  therein,  making 
s^ood  the  Proverb,    Exeat  Aula  qui  vult  eftefius. 

In  a  Free  State,  thefe,  and  multitude  of  the  like 
grievances  and  mifc  hie f swillhcfr  evented  *7  the fci- 
tuation  and  advantages  of  this  Land,  both  for  Trade 
abroad,  and  Manufactures  at  home,  will  be  better 
underftood,  when  the  dangers  of  Projects, Monofolies^ 
and  obfiruciions  thereof,  are  together  with  the  Court, 
the  Fountain  ofthemjemoved^  and  a  Free  Trade,with 
incourage?nent  of  Manufactories,  and  provifion  for 
poor,bt  fetled  bv  the  Common-wealth ,  whereunto 
the  fame  is  moft  agreeable  ^  and  which  the  formm- 
Government  had  never  yet  leifure  effcdually  to  do. 

C  2  Uoon 
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Up<5n  all  thefe  before  mentioned,  and  many  other 
weighty  confiderations  ,  The  Reprefentatives  of-  the 
P^/^  now  AflTembled  in  Parliament,  have  j  tidged  it 
necejfary  to  change  the  Government  of  this  Nation 
from  the  former  Monarch 7,  (unto  which  by  many  in- 
jurious incroachments  it  had  arrived)  into  a  Repttb- 
liqne,  and  not  to  have  any  more  a  King  to  tyrannise 
over  them. 

In  Or^r  hereunto,  and  for  the  better  Settlement 
©f  this  Common-wealthy  it  being  found  of  great  in- 
convenience. That  the  Ploufe  of  Lords  (fitting  in  a 
Body  by  themfelves,  and  called  by  Writ  to  treat  and 
advife^  yet)  in  the  making  of  Laws,  and  other  great 
Affairs,  fhould  any  longer  exercife  a  Negative  Vote 
over  the  people,  whom  they  did  not  at  all  reprefent  • 
And  likewife,  a  judicial  power  over  the  Per  Jons  and 
IB  fiat  es  of  all  the  Commons ,  whereof  thev  are  not 
fompetent  fudges  •  and  that  their  power  and  great- 
nefs  did  chiefly  defend  upon  the  power  and  abiolute- 
nefs  of  a  King,  whereunto  they  had  lately  expreffed 
a  fufneient  inclination. 

And  it  being  moft  evident ,That  (efpecially  in  thefe 
times  of  Exigency)  neither  the  Government  of  Re- 
publique,  nor  the  common  fafefy  could  bear  the  De- 
lays and  Negatives  of  a  Houfe  of  Lords, \t  was  there- 
fore thought  nece$aryywho\\y  to  Abclzjh  and  take  the 
fame  away. 

Leaving  nevertheless  unto  thofe  Lords ,  who  have 
been,  and  (hall  be  faithful  to  the  Commonwealth,  the 
fame^n'f  Hedge  of  c hoofing,  and  being  cho.fen  Re- 
prefentatives  of  the  People,  as  other  perfons  of  In- 
terest aad  good  affeftions  to  the  Puklique  have  Right 

unto-, 
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unto  5  and  which  is  not  improbable  to  have  been  the 
w&y  of  our  Anczfiors,  when  both  Lords  and  Com- 
mons formerly  fete  together. 

But  an  objection  is  frequently  made,  concerning 
the  Declaration  of  the  Houfes,  of  o^pr/7,  1646.  for 
Governing  the  Ki n^  Jom  by  King,  Lords  and  Com- 
mons, and  other  Declarations  for  waking  himagreat 
and /m/^  Prince. 

It  was  fully  then  their  intent  y  being  at  that  time 
confident.  That  the  Kings  ill  Conned  once  removed 
from  him,  he  would  have  conformed  himfelf  to  the 
de fires  of  his  People  in  Parliament,  and  the  Peers 
who  remained  with  the  Parliament,  would  have  been 
a  great  cauje  of  his  fo  doing  :  But  finding,  after  J even 
fruitlefs  Addreffes  made  unto  him,  that  he  yet  both 
lived  and  dyed  in  the  obftinate  maintenance  of  his 
ufurped  Tyranny  and  refufed  to  accept  of  what  the 
Parliament  Hid.  declared:  And  to  the  upholding  of 
this  Tyranny,  the  Lords  were  all  obliged,  in  regard  of 
their  own  Intereft  in  Peerage  5  whereby  they  affumed 
to  themfelves  an  exorbitant  Power,  of  Exemption 
from  paying  of  their  juft  Debts >  and  anfwering  Suits 
in  Law  5  befides  an  Hereditary  Judicatory  over  the 
People,  tending  to  their  Slavery  and  Oppression,  The 
Commons  were  contained  to  charge  their  former 
Refohtions ,  finding  themfelves  thus  fruflrated  in 
their  Hopes  and  Intentions  fo  declared :  Which. 
change  bein%  for  theg<Wof  the  Commonwealth,  no 
Commoner  of  England  can  juitly  repine  at :  Neither 
could  the  King  or  Lords  take  any  advantage  thereof^ 
becaufe  they  never  confented  thereto  %  and  where  no 
Contract  is  made ,there  none  can  be  faid  to  be  broken  1, 

And 


And  no  Contrad  is  truly  made,  but  where  there  is  £< 
Stipulation  on  both  fides,  and  one  thing  to  be  rcndred 
for  another  \  which  not  being  in  this  cafe,  but  re- 
ftifed,  the  Commons  were  no  ways  tyed  to  maintain 
that  Declaration  •,  to  the  performance  of  which,  they 
were  not  bound  by  any  Compact  or  acceptance  of 
the  other  part,  and  to  the  alteration  whereof,  fo  ma-. 
ny  Reafons  for  theprefervation  of  the  Peoples  Li- 
berties did  fo  neceflanly  and  fully  oblige  them. 

Another  objection  is,. That  thefe  great  Matters 
ought  (if  at  all)  to  be  determined  in  a  /#//Houfe, 
and  not  when  many  Members  of  Parliament  are  by 
force  excluded,  and  the  Priviledge  fo  highly  broken, 
and  thofe  who  are  permitted  to  fit  in  Parliament,  do 
but  Act  under  a  Force, and  upon  their  good  behavior. 

To  this  is  anfwered,  That  every  Parliament  ought 
to  A£t  upon  their  good  behavior  §  and  few  have  Aff- 
ed,  but  fome  kinde  of  force  hath  at  one  time  or  other 
been  upon  them  •,  and  moft  of  them  under  the  force 
of  Tyrannical  Will^  and  fear  of  ruine  by  difpleafure 
thereof  \  fome  under  the  force  of  feveral  Factions  or 
"Titles  to  the  Crown:  Yet  the  Laws  made,even  by  fuch 
Parliaments,  have  continued,  and  been  received  and 
beneficial  to  fucceeding  Ages.  All  which,  and  wha>t- 
foever  hath  been  done  by  this  Parliament^  fince  fome 
of  their  Members  deferted  them,  and  the  late  King 
raifed  Forces  againft  them,  and  feveral  Dif orders  and 
Affronts  formerly  offered  to  them  (if  this  Objedion 
take  place)  are  wholly  vacated' 
,  For  any  breach  of  Priviledge  of  Parliament,  it  will 
not  be  charged  upon  the  remaining  part,  or  to  have 
been  within  their  power  of  prevention  or  reparation^ 
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or  that  they  have  not  enjoyed  the  freedom  of  their 
own  perfons  and  Votes 5  and  are  undoubtedly  by  the 
Law  of  Parliaments,far  exceeding  that  number  which 
makes  a  Honfe,  authorized  for  the  difpatch  of  any 
bufinefs  whatfoever :  And  that  which  at  prcfent  is 
called  z  Force  upon  themjs  fomc  of  their  beft  Friends, 
called  and  appointed  by  the  Parliament  for  their 
Jafety^  and  for  the  guard  of  them  againft  their  Ene- 
mies \  who  by  this  means  being  difappointed  of  their 
Hopes  to  deftroy  the  Parliament,  would  neverthelefs 
fcandalize  their  Actions,  as  done  under  a  force  .  who, 
in  truth,  are  no  other,  then  their  own  Guards  of  their 
own  K^rmy^  by  themfelves  appointed :  And  when  it 
fell  into  Consideration,  Whether  the  Friviledge  of 
Parliament,  or  the  Safety  of  the  Kingdom,  fhould  be 
preferred,  it  is  not  hard  to  judge  which  ought  to  [way 
the  Ballance  *  And  that  the  Parliament  ihould  pafe 
by  the  breach  of  Privi ledge  (as  had  been  formerly 
often  done  upon  much  (mailer  grounds)  rather  then 
by  a  fulien  declining  their  Duty  mdTruft,  toreiign 
up  all  to  the  apparent  hazard  or  Ruine  and  Confufien 
to  the  Nation. - 

There  remains  yet  this  I  aft  and  weighty  Obje&i- 
on  to  be  fully  anfivered,  That  the  Courts  oi  fujlice^ 
and  the  good  old  Laws  urA.Cufoms  of  England^  the 
Badges  of  our  Freedom  (  the  benefit  whereof  our 
Anceftors  enjoyed  long  before  the  Conqueft ,  and 
fpent  much  of  their  blood,  to  have  confirmed  by 
the  Great  Charter  of  the  Liberties^  and  other  excel- 
lent Laws  which  have  continued  in  all  former 
changes,  and  being  duly  executed,  are  the  melt  juft, 
free,  and  equal  of  any  other  Laws  in  the  w;orld  ,  \  will 
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by  the  prefent  alteration  ok  Government  be  taken 
away,  and  loft  to  us  and  our  pofterities. 

To  this,  they  hope  fome  fttisfadion  is  already 
given  by  the  porter  Declaration  lately  publiihed. 
and  by  the  Red  Demonflraticns  to  the  contrary  of 
this  Objection  by  the  earned  care  of  the  Parliament, 
That  the  Courts  of  faflice  at  Weflminfier  fhould  be 
fupplyed  the  laft  term  •  and  all  the  Circuits  of 
England  this  vacation  ,  with  learned  and  worthy 
fudges »  that  the  known  Laws  of the  Landy  and  the 
K^Adminifiration  of  them,  might  appear  to  be  con- 
tinued. 

They  are  very  fenfible  of  the  excellency  and 
equality  ohhc  Laws  of  Bnglandbeing  duly  executed  $ 
of  their  great  Antiquity ,  even  from  before  the  time 
of  the  Norman  (lav  ery  forced  upon  us  t,  of  the  Liber- 
ty y  and  property,  and  peace  of  the  Subjeff^  fo  fully 
preferved  by  thousand  (which  falls  out  happily, 
and  as  an  increafe  of  Gods  mercy  to  us)  of  the  clear 
Conjijlencyoi  them,  with  the prefent  Government  of 
a  Republique^  upon  fome  eafie  alterations  of  Form 
onely ,  leaving  intire  the  Subflance  •  the  name  of 
King  being  ufed  in  them  for  Form  onely,  but  no 
power  of  perfonal  ^Adminiflration  or  judgement 
allowed  to  him  in  the  fmallefl  matter  contended 
for. 

They  know  their  own  Authority  to  be  by  the 
Law,  to  which  the  people  have  affented  5  andbefides 
their  particular  Interefts,  (which  are  not  inconfider- 
able)  they  more  intend  the  Common  Inter eji  of  thofe 
whom  they  ferve,  and  clearly  underftand  the  fame, 
not  poffible  to  be  preferved  without  the  Laws  and 
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Government  of  the  Nation  ^  and  that  if  thofe  fhould 
he  taken  away,  all  indufiry  muft  ceafe,  all  mifery, 
blood,  and  confufion  would  Follow  ,  aiad  greater  cala- 
mities, if  poifible,  then  fell  upon  us  by  the  late  Kings 
mi  [government,  would  certainly  involve  allperfons, 
under  which  they  muft  inevitably  perifh. 

Thefe  Arguments  are  fufficient  to  perfwade  all 
men  to  be  well  contented  to  fubmit  their  lives  and 
fortunes,  to  thofe  juft  and  long  approved  Rules' of. 
Law,  with  which  they  are  already  fo  fully  acquainted, 
and  not  to  believe ,  That  the  Parliament  intends  the 
abrogation  of  them . 

But  to  continue  and  maintain  the  Laws  and  Go- 
vernment of  the  Nationymth  the  prefent  alterations  • 
and  with  fuch  further  alterations  as  the  Parliament 
fliall  judge  ft  to  be  made,  for  the  due  Reformation 
i^ereof,for  the  taking  away  of  corruptions,  and  abufes, 
delays ,  vexations,  unneceffary  travel  and  ex  fences, 
and  whatfoever  fliall  be  found  really  burthenfom  and 
grievous  to  the  people. 

The  fum  of  all  the  Parliaments  defign  and  endea- 
vor in  the  prefent  change  of  Government,  from  Ty- 
ranny to  a  Free  State  •  and  which  they  intend  not 
onely  to  declare  in  words,  but  really  andjpeedily  en- 
deavor to  briag  to  effeft,  is  this  -, 

To  prevent  a  new  War,  and  further  expence  and 
eifufion  of  the  Treasure  and  Blood of  England •  and 
to  efiablijh  a  firm  and  fafc  peace,  and  an  oblivion  of 
all  itof  or,and  ill  will  ©ccafionedby  the  late  troubles  5 
to  provide  for  the  due  Worship  of  God,  accordiag  t© 
hisWord,  the  advancement  of  the  true  Protefiant  Re- 
Hgion^  and  for  the  liberal  and  certain  maintenance  of 
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Godly  Minifiers  -to  procure  a  j  lift  EibWty  for  the 
Consciences,  Perfons,  and. Ejtates,  of  all  men  con- 
formable to  Gods  glory  ^  and  their  own  peace  •  to  en- 
deavor vigor  oufly^  the  punifhment  •  of  the  cruel  Mur* 
therers  in  Ireland ,  and  the  refloring  of  the  hone  ft 
Trotejlants^  and  this  Commonwealth  to  their  Rights 
there,  and  the  full  fat is fact 'ton  of  all  Engagements  for 
this  Work-  To  provide  for  the  fetling  and  jnft-ob- 
fervioe  of  Treaties  and  Alliances  with  Forreien  Prin- 
wand  States^  for  the  encouragement  of  Manufa* 
ffotres,  fortheencteafe  and  fiourifhing  of  Trades  at 
Lome,  and  the  mairitenanc e  of  the  />w  in  all  places 
of  the  Land. 

To  take  care  for  the  due  Reformation  and  Admini- 
f  ration  01  the  Law  and  publique  ^ufice, i  that  the 
c^i/  may  be  punifhed,  and  the  good  rewarded. 

To  order  the  Revenue  in  fuch a  way,  That  the  pti&- 
Jique  C^r|f5  may  be. 'defrayed.  The  Soldiers  y&y 
juftly  and  duly  fetled,  That  Free-quarter  maybe 
wholly  taken.away  ,  The  People  be  eafedvin  their 
Burthens  and  Taxes ymd  the  Debts  of  the  Common- 
wealth be  juftly  fatisffed. 

Tomiiove  all  Grievances  and  Oppressions  of  the 
People,  and  to  eftabfifh  Peace  and  Righteoufnefs  in 
the  Land. 

Th^fe  being  their  oftely  end's,  they  cannot  d6ut>t  of, 
dnd  humbly  pray  tov  the  Almighty  Power,  for  his  Af 
fiftance  and  Blefsing  upon  their  mean  Endeavors  $ 
wherein,  as  they  have  not  envied  or  intermedled^  nor 
do  intend  at  all  to  intermedle  with  the  Affkifs  or 
Government  of.  any  other  Kingdom  or  State ;  or  to 
give  any  offence  or  juft  provocation  to  their  Neigh- 
bors, 
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bors,  with  whom  they  defire  intircly  to  preferve  all 
fair  Correfpondence  arid  Amity,  if  they  p!eafe5  and 
confine  themielves  to  the  proper  work.  The  mar/aging 
of  the  Affairs,  and  ordering  the  Government  of  this 
Commonwealth,  and  matters  in  order  thereunto,  with 
which  they  are  intrufled  and  authorized  by  the  con- 
sent of  all  the  People  thereof,  whofe  Reprefentati'ves 
by  Election  they  are. 

So,  they  do  presume  upon  the  like  'fdit  and  equal 
dealing  from  abroad  ^  and  that  they  who  are  not  con- 
cerned, will  not  interpofe  in  the  Affairs  of  England, 
who  doth  not  interpofe  in  theirs :  And  in  cafe  of  any 
Injury^  they  doubt  nor,  but  by  the  Courage  and  power 
of  the  Englifh  Nation,  and  the  good  Blefsmg  of 
GW/who  hath  hitherto  miraculouilv  owned  the  juft- 
nefs  of  their  Caufe,  and,  they  hope,  will  continue  to 
do  the  fame)  they  (hall  be  fufficiently  enabled  to 
make  their  full  Defence,  and  to  maintain  their  own 
Rights. 

And  they  do  expect  from  all  true-hearted  Engliflb 
men^  not  onely  a  forbearance  of  any  publique  or  fe- 
cret  Plots  or  Endeavors,  in  oppolition  totheprefent 
Setlement,  and  thereby  to  kindle  new  flames  of  War 
and  Mzjery  amongft  us,  whereof  themfdves  muft 
have  a  fh are. 

But  a  cheerful  concurrence^  and  acting  for  the  E- 
ftabltjhment  of  the  great  Work  now  in  hand,  in  fuch 
a  way  ,  That  the  Name  of  Cod  may  be  honored,  the 
true  Proteftant  Religion  advanced^  and  the  people  of 
this  Land  enjoy  the  blelfings  of  Peace,  Freedom,  and 
yitftice^  to  them  and  their  Pofterities. 

FINIS. 


